at Shubenacadie, it starts elsq-
where. ‘After all, "there should
. be something other than a de-

scription of what, ‘at the mo- >

$ETE s yur s e e

‘ Thursday to the wild life park {

TYFe
loudly Soon there comes a stm

jith a “22”. They found the ani'

ment, is. probably the blggest ima! it was taken to the wxld hfe

‘_maternlty hospital in Nova' Sco-
tia.. Certainly it is the only one

set in the woods along. winding{th
woods paths. Births of one kind ..
of creature taking place m cus- i |
tomary fashion at the wrong

servants
way . . B3

Honey-colored bear are |
friendly that they try to nuzzle
little - boys, dog fashion, when
\they and their keepers are en
inountered . suddenly ' as

to hide them. -

i One boy learned a nature les-
‘son before he-was old~ enough
to be plagued by school. Later
he found that if a captive buf-}.

! falo’s poll is scratched he backs ’ﬁk

‘ away, perhaps three inches, then

\tnes to’ crash through the end i

of his stall. That wai m a Que-
\bec Z00, 5%y 3

PUZZLE ‘NO. ONE

] y began }'ea“&
later at New  York's Central .

in attendance. Any-'

they}
lunch in ’grass so tall as almost

. nursed. until'’ its” head
_had healed—but one eye
en lost. A pet and a rare
“deer, it was kept and
led-with the herd, che
A group of school children|

. children saw the park,

; b eat paths and ponds, and)

'Outraged, RRe Saked: Weren't
park authorities ashamed to
s}{ow to children of such tender
years the hapless victim of need-
less cruelty, the one-eyed doe?

Actually. it is said, there was
thm unslght}y about the am-

“mals
Mlght not that teacher better
_heve spoken to her charges about

& _thé' pain that had been inflicted

on a helpless animal by other

‘I,Ch dren into whose untrained

hapds had come an inoffensive-
lookmg, but deadly 22 cahbre

Park. A certain monkey there
spits at the crowd when laughed
\t. The crowd then laughs more

weapon’ <

sday, cold and wet as it

ammals. and went on their :

pd_; ,wa o

PU JZZLE NO. TWO

obIect le3son is puzzle number
twpt There are: many. ‘others.
for instance, do not critics
“apply. to wild life facts known
to every housewue, notably that
sheltered dogs lose' hair in

Irish setter, leave it on rugs and
1urn'1ture.~ R

. Because carlbou and deer and
even: do stxc cats at the park
g ‘g same thing and

Vig'

j’h‘e y are called
lousy and . other
thin Becguse hens moult are

Pregnancy has its efiects. ‘not
usually beautiful. Never though
is it ‘suggested that the one in-
volved “should be shot between
the eyes because of not unconi-
mon awkwardness !

_Giving birth has a slendenz-
ing effect. (A female caribou

 its return to normal girth!) Only
ina zoo' or park is this attribut-}
ed to starvation, as has been
said_ falsely of Shubenacadxe
Even father 'the

kma wouﬂ appreclate tHIiI— no|
wakmg in the middle of the

burping, Unimaginable yet that’s
'the way thh some creatures

' INDEPENDENT

An offspring, less than- 20
| hours old, stands up on his feet,

walks _around and finds his|.

seventh or ezghth meal of

How she"}managed to miss that|

- spr g, whether it be scottie or|’

k piebald and un-|

even sheds its horns to celebrate}:

night for bottle feedmg and

There was nothing new in that,
except to the baby caribou to!
whom, of course, everything was;
new. There is something new,l
though, in the dxscovery that a
caribou almost a]ways loses her
first - calf. - There isn't milk
enough to feed it and it perishes
—if in the wilderness,

In, the park it’s’ different.
Watch is kept. The baby is plied
with a milk mixture supplied in
the most natural way possible
lest it be spit out. That is taken
care of too and so the colt lives.

The. park staff is proud of;
that achievement, as they are of’
the fact that they have been the!
first -to bring along certain
foxes, housed like the others in
big, unsmelly enclosures. Wild
cats, as well, though most peo-
ple could stand going without
_that. They even have induced
Canada brant hatched from eggs
laid’ 0n Sguthampton Island in
the’ Arctxc to nest here in Nova
Scotm ’I’bey ‘havé done much the
same thh : other creatu;es

£5 LOST HIS SEAT

At_thg there are fewer bird
around than there. should “be.
When the | park-hatched bm‘s
built nests elsewhere, “sports:
‘m,g dlscovered the  fact;
scoo ed up . the adults, killed
“and - carried  away: the
; Hopes that’ they  would
tually - become naturahzed

-

day, eats till satisﬁed




»-<- SHOOTING THERE

e

was xtylxshly garbed in
rfsﬁ:ens raiment, the - park
employee ‘was a. little startled
;,; the question, fear, perhaps,
ﬂaﬁghter was about to stp1t
E ”d there;. .

% attendant stalled with a
questxo .(gf his own.

y,” he asked, do you want

. ’the sportsman non-
' 'alan _replied, “I'm going
hun lnz for the first time. I've
eV seen a deer and I'd like
to know what I'm supposed to
shoot bat oLt

AObviously the man was tell-
'ing the truth. Deer, unrecogniz-
ed as such, were standing a few
*feet away They were pointed
out to him,

it Satxsﬁed the “sportsman”
bllthely sped away in his car.

10000 IN MAY

Not all visitors to the park are
-0 bloodthirsty. That’s fortunate
because a million, young and
“old, ‘have vtsxted the park in the
ten’ years{or so since it was
4 ,ounded. There were 200,000
kitou last year. By the end ot

e The'" animals don't seem to
mind _being stared at by these
throngs, Thursday a big bobcat
lazi" nuzzled the face of the
ctor and a mink came from
t (aback'ot_ its cage to lick his

nnaf klié : Valley “sportsmen”

igveral a few years ago

e’ manger

and stnmz them, ' up as scare-

;Jyen a
e out of h!’s ‘wallow

been lily roots torn from the
pond in the long and wide pre-
serve. Their feminine compan-
jon had shyly retired into a
spruce thicket.

Almost the only restlessness
was among waterbirds which
seemed to be practising landings
and take-offs, perhaps showing
off a little. The porcupines,” by
way of contrast, simply stayed
asleep. One was pure white
and, amazingly it was almost
pretty, if that can be imagined.

The bears, though, were 2n
exception as they paced up and
down their quarters. Though
big the enclosures still are ad-
mittedly too small and are to be
replaced on a larger scale else-

_where in the park this summer.

The general air of content-

.ment, perhaps arose from the

fact not generally known, that
many of the park animals al-
ways have had restricted lives.
Born in captivity in many cases,
so were their parents and grand-
parents.

RIGHT BACK IN

In truth, most would not
know how to fend for them-
selves were they freed — no
more than could a dog or al
canary or a budgie or a hen.
They would not be happy either
with wild fare they had to hunt
for in place of the balanced
rations . brought to them.

A deer which made its way
‘| through a hole in the fence
found that out. Fresh field fod-
der and browse soon lost their
lure when fragrances from a

kitchen were wafted his way.|

Ut_.

He followed this- scent right
through an open door. Before
the housewife could - turn to
welcome her unbidden visitor,
he had eaten two apple pies and
was munching in a third. Her
rage, expressed in: a waving

apron, sent the deer flying out

‘.that 1nhab1t the wﬂdern 5.

4

As a boy he made pets of
almost all living things that
came his way — muskrats and
squirrels, rabbits and other

four-footed beings. A hen and
a rooster sat by his- side, wait-
ing for playtime; after “school
1T books had been studied.-That’s
, the sort’of life that Elden Pace
lived; down by the Atlantic
‘shore—-God‘s country, he calls
it. Then came the war and end
to academic training.  Out of
the service and a job, he look-
1 ed: for one in Halifax, was told
of the rangers school, passed
first class, entered ‘the civil
service at Truro, got attached
to the travelling.’ exhibits’ ar-
ranged by the Department of
Lands and Forests First thmg

After supper, though less than a day old he’ll walk :
eral hundred. feet through the rain- and fmd shelter for
hlmsenf under the trees. (Fulton Martm) £

Love OfAnzmals"

BecameVocation

kept on what was little more
than a mud patch at Shuben-
acadie.

Long since, they have been
moved across the road to where
the preserve now covers 55 acres
and can_be' extended back- over—
“the hill for nearly a mile,

Mr. Pace is, proud of that,
looks forward to the day when
there will be that enlargement,
and certain conveniences, too,
such ' as piped water. It now
has to be hauled from a small
lake in a tanker and pumped by
hand, all this when gravity
could do the job better.

But that calls = for, money—
more than so far as be~
available, even though a *
able 50,000 cars make =
mum journey of 8"~

he knew he had charge of the|
few animals when the exhibition
glrcuxt was over

- They, were

least,. to visit **
200,000 mil¢
cents a gal

e e s oy G VERDL TS e e

he door — right back mto the
park. He decided it was safer'
there. Just as it has been safer:
in recent days when fires. trapp-
ed deer and even b:rds,’(rabb1ts~
and many other of the w&ld folk




l Gorrlo Orovcn

Edgar Hatt of Beech: Hxn;-:

and his 13-year-old son, Otho,

deserve a friendly bear hug - |

Thanks to them; Norma the
cub wxll

. through. ~ :
{ . Last. Saturday ‘Mr. Hatt:'
'e'and Otho .were clearmg a

probably pull &1

. snowmobile trail in the woods . |

“'heard a frig
& was a grow
f A large™ black bear ap- |
' peared from behind a felled |

tree, and spotting the two,

ran , off in the opposite |
dlrectlon - After she had |

disappeared, the Hatt’s

heard a whine, but fearing !
- the: bear’s retum qmckly

~ headed for home.

When ' they related thexr

- story to Mr, Hatt’s father, :

‘, the Department of Lands and _

- behind their-home when they
temng sound Itj f
|

|
|

|
|

a |

long time woodsman, he told!
them to go back. He said the'
whine probably came from
young cubs. As a bear, once
disturbed, will not return to
her young, he assured them
that the animals would
perish.

Back they went. They
found a den behind the fallen
tree, looked in, and saw two
very young cubs. One of them
was dead. The other, barely

~alive. She was no more than
six* inches in length' with
umbilical cord still attached
and welghed less than a
3 pound
When they took the cub
home, she was given milk
' through‘ an .eye droper. It
worked. Delighted with her
revival; the Hatts contacted

For%ts to see what to’ do
next.

Charles Baker chief
ranger, instructed the family’
to take the cub to the New
Ross - ranger ; depot the

* following morning. This they

did, and was later tran-
sferred to the Shubenacadie
Wildlife Park... - ;

- According to Elvm Pace
Park superv1sor the young
animal is domg well. :

“‘We. were mlt;ally con-
cerned that she’ might have
pneumoma but she seems
fine now,”” he reported
Monday. afternoon.
‘‘However, the next week or
two will be her most critical
time. If she did not nurse
before her mother left, she
has missed out on some very
important vitamins and

A
L

mmerals Wlthnht them she
has only a 10 per cent chance
of survival.” = -

. Norma, so-named by the
park attendants, is prosently

* living in an incubator. She is
being bottle ' fed, her. food
consists of; Esplac, a tinned
formula %pecl‘ally prepared

‘% for young animals. According
Hrirtow Mros Pace,r;’she» is  the
7 youngest bear cu they have

- ever treated. He estimates
-+ sheislessthan on_eweek old.

If Norma . survives, her
future looks bright. She will
either be invited to stay at the
Shubenacadie park or taken

- to the wildlife park soon to be
: openedin Cape Breton. .

Whatever the choice, let’s

all ‘bear’ with her.

4
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v l’l. ?LJ)'&

G £ J‘.‘ﬁ'ﬁ;r\# :
Lands and Forests Minister
E.'D." Hahburton “has * an-

nounced  that 156 acres have
beeri “added ‘to’ ‘the” Shuben-

acadié” game sanctuary. The

addition will’ form'part of the
Provincial : Wildlife Park.:
“Wechave had: incidents in
the past; whenvpersons have
gone into: the. area ' to' shoot,
despite- the wfact that it was
‘posted agamsf: huntxng,’* sald
:Mr, Haliburton. .

| Thig practice rmen-
tal to the’ighr mé byﬁ Park
Eldgn -Pace,

¥ }' & e
; waterfowl,gg.s‘ AW
! {{The ‘departments s

156 Acre TAdded]
To Slfﬁbeﬁzi"é‘a lie

gy
ALIOR /. ,:order o

i sanctuarxes.

3 “When they fly out, of the
area they are, of cdurs@, legal
prey of the hunter T SR

“The new area. h .. been
posted and we will strmtly en-
force the law. I am sure that
all law-abiding persons will
understand -our concern. in
this matter.”? -~ s

Mr. Haliburton . said that

Kejimkujik Natlonal Park has
been . declared  a: game -
sanctuary by Order,m-Councxl
The 140 square mile area will -
be patrolled by, federal park’
_wardens" who, “by the

L i A




.~ Search’of birds ‘eggs, is the

o the: North, West, Territories in:

e at Shubenacadie.. Mr. Pace

"y
o

-
¥

KB Eas ok 2
SHU

nerves- don’t ‘go’ to

*. advice'of Eldon Pace, super-
intendent ‘of the v:ild life' park

recently ' returned. from an
. excursionover the ice ard
- brought®back eggs from: the
Atlantic’ and.” Pacific: brant,
whistling” swan, Perry River
white .~ front “ - goose; ~ Perry
River Canada. geese. and the
king' eider. duck. i
. Mr.-Pace and party left
Edmonton; by” plane, for Vie-
toria Island, ‘Cambridge Bay
in,"the Queen Maud Gulf,
where " they: got .the Pacific—
_and! Allantic brand and king
_eider duck eggs. They picked
€ bther eggs; on nearby
dstin:-the bay.and then
“starfed. a 16-hour trek back to
vilization, ©~ % 0
“¢.-From Edmonton, Mr. Pace
. Yook ‘Air Canada fo Montreal
-and. when. he got there he
- found  the' plane for Halifax

R

SRR o e
ENZ%ADIE',— If you wat to. st
e; -away he had to pull the plane

e
r'??‘ i e L e

T ine ‘:,.,‘:,«.;,-& Lt T
the’ water, ' Likewise* to. start -

to" the ice and start off into |.
the water, N

- Last year, Mr. Pace, who is
world famous for 'breeding
birds and. animals in captivity,
brought +back = what he is
certain is the Lawrence brant,
believed to be extinct. This
year hefexploc!ed a popular
theory that the Atlantic and
Pacifi: brant does not nest
stogether — he found them
nesting - together.”* They' - also
saw - many “ ‘old squaw”.
ducks but despite their inten-
sive search could not find a
nest, - ; A T S

F As one walks through the
park, a loud ' “shoop” .. will
almost startlé you, and Mr.
Pace explains that it is the
“‘eyrus crane” whooping to
warn all oncomers to head in |
_another - direction until . his |
mate produces little ones from
the two eggs she is sitting ‘on,
Cyrus is about four and a half

M

~'.Bone’ and’ heéy ‘was left to
. babysit™all ‘hight in a hotel
| with Hatching’ eggs. Only the

¥ kingfeelder’’ duck  eggs re-

ed to hatch when he got
7 the 'néxt morning
VDL 1hem: were hatched
andthéy' nearly finished the
paswhe -sat' along’ on. the
1€, for~home accornpanied
€:squawks of little geese.
escribed the ice condi-
ne gulf as “horrible”,
flying a Cessna 180
vith_floats and going -into’ the
“i:Small lakes the pilot had to
hit"the ice ‘and then go into |

feet' tall “and has a- wing
| spread  of about seven feet.
Mr. Pace says he will kill, if
possible, anything that bothers
“her and one little “pea hen’
found ‘out to' her sorrow she
couldn’t even nest within 100
yards of him: :

_On one of his treks around .

. its spring, (providing mother

woEh e

S R MR S A
his ‘léﬁy he ;saw:thé"nest,"tor;
it to shreads and ‘would have
got the hen if she had not,got
out of his reach Mr. Pace did
not disclose how he intends to
do.it, Lat by hook or by crook
he wants to get those eggs .
from under mother crane two
days before they are due to-
hatch and put them in ‘the
Mcibator® | i o 1 g
- If the hen hatches them she
will only raise one and the
strongest little cannibal will
kill the’ weaker. She lays her
eggs ‘'on alternate days so the
first egg laid usvally produced
the strongest little monster

-, and he will kill his brother or

sister. - Another reason Mr.
Pace must get the eggs is
that " the”cranes are from
-and  have not yet |
adapted to Nova Scotia so .
they will nest again, thinking

does not hatch these eggs)
and this is exactly what Mr, |
Pace has planned for her. !

A prize at the park are four |
caribou babies, ‘bred in captiv- |
ity - with no problems this
year, : -

The Mouflon sheep; natives’ |
of Corisca, were not- so lucky |
as no young have appeared.

So far this year fhere have
¥ ¥ 9 5 i R
been 108,986 visitors to, the
park. Last.yeat at: the end of
July there were 100,000.
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. and raising wild waterfowl.
*  Eldon R. Pace, a hative of
- Glen Margaret, Halifax County,
- received the awards at the an-
. nual meeting of the Atlantic
_ Section of the -Canadian . So-
ciety of Wildlife and.Fisheries
~ Biologists held at Acadia Uni-
~ versity, Woltville,
' Howard L. Mendall, leader
~of .the* Maine ." Co-operative
- /Wildlife Research Unit made
-the presentations. -~ ..
“Pace received the outstand-
ing -achievement :.award - for
_wild goose propagation in 1965
from the international Wild
- Waterfow]l Association.
_ He was particularly cited for
raising Atlantic brant geese,
“the first time this species has
- been raised in captivity in the
‘western hemisphere and per-
haps the world.” :
IN HALL OF FAME
The American Game Breed-
ers’ Co-operative Federation
- elected Pace to its Avicultural
Hall of Fame — “for his out-
- standing contributions to the
esta.blishr\nent and preservation
- of game birds in captivity.”

- His citation reads that he
- was the first to raise ringneck
duck and Atlantic” brant -in
‘captivity as well ‘as raising
many other rare species of
~ waterfowl. i aile e ,
The same association pre-
- sented Pace with its award for
- outstanding game bird propa-
- gation in 1965 stating that the

. propagation and establishment
‘ game birds in captivity in-

sures their perpetual existence,
_He _received - .two - “first-1
breeding”

et

)

‘| Atlantic * brant :and - brought

| Royal Canadian ‘Na

| life Park was established.

ELDON R. PACE
Winner of six
international awards

ing him the master breeder of
waterfowl in 1965.

The Department of Lands
and Forests established the
Wildlife- Park in 1954. Since
that time Pace has successfully
raised 34 species of wild water-
fowl, some are extremely rare
species.

He is also the first person
on mainland North America to
successfully raise woodland
caribou in captivity. .

In 1960 Pace made a 4,000
mile trip 1o Canada'’s 'north-
land. He was ‘accompanied by
Bob Elgas of Big Timber, Mon-
tana. . They journied to Bear
Cove on ‘Southhampton Island.
There Pace obtained 17 young

them bggk to Shubenacadie. -

":From this stock he was suc-
cessful in raising young brant
for the ‘first time this year.
Pace is a graduate of the
.Maritime Forest "Ranger School
in  Fredericton, During the
Second World War he served
as an asdic ' operator in the

_ He joined “the Lands and
Forests - Department _in -~ 1947"
Tk : S 3Tt b v ;
and worked on _moo(e surveys,
forest fire suppression and as a
radio operator before the Wild-

- the future he. hopes to
y north again.and obtain
rare ‘species of waterfow]

t-to raise them.

Fame séroll"ﬁas ‘hade by H. L.
( Mendall, idirector, - Maine Co--
| operatiye:Wildlife Research Unit,
Orono, Maine. =

Game Bird Breeders Co-op Fed-|
eration was bestowed for Mr.|
Pace's “outstanding contribution

Biologists.

b

Confer Honor

On E. R. Pace

WQLFYILLE—Membership in
the “Aviculture ‘Hall of Fame”
was one of several high honors
received by Eldon' R. Pace of
the Shubenacadie wild life park
staff at the recent annual meet.
ing at Acadia University of the
Atlantg’c Section of the Canadian
Society of W_ﬂdlé{e ané Fishery

g

Presentation. of the: Hall of

"The honor from the American

to the establishment afid. pres-
ervation 6f game birds 'in cap-

tivity.”

Specifically cited was

“the  raising .of .the Atlantic

T T

Brant and - Ringneck ‘Duck in|
captiyity-for the first time in
North America.”. . ;










ENACADIE — On the
-shore of - a - typically ' spruce-
fshrouded Nova Scotian lake a
tpaxr of Cape Barren Geese, a
rapldly msappeanng species of
«.New Zealand wild - waterfowl,

‘su the
onvmcxal Wildlife -Park at
‘Shubenacadxe. freezes in his
tracks, then backs carefully
away from the honkers’ captive
run and comments:
“ “It's a good sign. They just
might mate. They nnght at
that.”

Mr. Pace’s concern with the
_captive propagation of waterfowl
whose natural habitat lies. half-
. way around the world. is not

‘counted _ 15

- species of wild geese and 33 wild
- duck types that he and his staff
-‘have bred, aucces!ully in cap-
; tivity.s

whimsieal, * Rather - it is an

excellent illustration of a warld: |

wide co-operative movement,
‘dedicated to the conservation of
wild waterfow], as the birds'
natural feeding and breeding
grounds, the wilderness areas of
the world, give way to gteadily
encroaching urban development.
- The main organizational frame
for this world-wide conservation j
movement is the International
Wild Waterfow]l Association, As
an active member, Eldon Pace
is in a pesition to exchange
waterfowl specimens and, more
impertant, infermation concern-
ing their propagation and con-
servation in wild or captive
states, It was via this medium
that the pair of New Zealand
Cape Barrens came to Shuben-
acadie.

NO LIBERTY

Mr. Pace hastened to explain
that the New Zealand geese
were not intended for liberation
here. ‘Rather than this, you'
might call it an experiment|
along the lines of pure science,”)
he said. “In other words you set i
out to propagate the species in :
captivity and whether you suc- |

. ceed or not is incidental to the |

knowledge gained; knowledge ;
that is often wuseful in the
propagation of species native to
Nova Scotia.”

Thirteen years ago Mr. Pace |
began operations by trading off |
two pairs of Canada geese for
other species and sub species of
ducks and geese, Now propaga-
tion has flourished to the point
where liberated birds are num-
bered by the hundred, Most of
these return each year during
migration to the Shubenacadie |
sanctuary that fostered the life- |
giving processes, from tiny
embryos to swift, high-flying
members of Canada’s migra-
tional bird life. ;

On  his ﬁngers\ Mr. Pace
species and sub

\\.

PTIVE WILDFOWL REARING
BOOST TO CONSERVATION

waterfowl ~ where perm
persists the yearvmund a foot or
two beneath the nests and m;hts
and days are measured in
months, Ry

The hunt for a nest containing
freshly pipped eggs or undried |
young;: the use of hot water |
bottles to warm the birds to
natural - nesting temperatures;
feeding - and otherwise fanning
the tiny sparks of life into
thriving fledglings; all of ‘this
done under canvas in the Arctic
wilderness was a remarkable
adventure in itself.

Should the New Zealand birds
in captivity at Shubenacadie
mate, in the face of nine to one
odds that they won't, a step
forward, but only a step, has
been made, the park superin-
tendent explained.

The big test of a naturalist's
ability to foster propagation.
comes next: the creation of a
nesting place in near harmony
i to mother and father gooses’
" instinctual demands for a safe
and secure place to bring forth
their young. Otherwise artificial
incubation is a not so desirable
alternative calling for more and
more artificial means of restor-
ing the young fowl to a state of
natural harmony.

One of the stranget aspects of

incubation, artificial or natural, '

3T ST PR N
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Jinsuring that the bird's earliest
sight is cencerned with subjects
with which it will bs most

intimately associated in later|-

life, If the fow] is to join the
wild flock, man objects are
usually kept in the background
and the bird’s first sight is
centred on parents and. other
members of its own species.

% Imprinting in this manner has

been knewn to produee - some| |

weird after effects. For - ex-
ample, recently.in. the, Westelgn
Umted States, a large flock of
captive  Greater Sand . Hill
Cranes pipped their shells, i
poked out their heads and teok a
long, loving look at.their keeper,
the first object to meet their

T =

is “imprinting," the yrecess of e

future-association-tuned-eyes.

fLater, ‘when fully grown, the
birds were liberated, They were
supposed to join their kind in the
flock’s habitual breeding place
some distance away. Instead of
this, the - ‘“‘man-condition
birds flew into a nearby army
camp, where -they upset the
thearies of their conseryation
minded liberators and eontrib-
uted nothing to the army's staid
ideas of good order and military
discipline.

Among the hundreds of wild
geese and ducks which come
‘h to the Wildlife. . Park to
feed and breed.in the place of
their origin is a similarly man-
oriented Dusky Canada Goose.
Man-imprinted at birth and
made a pet of by one of the park
attendants, the goose has devel-
oped alarming tendencies,. Now,
at mating time, instead of
getting on with the job of
perpetuating the species, fheI
goose cuts the flirtatious females |
dead and concentrates solely and |
soulfully en his friend of long|
standing, the keeper — a form’
of attention the attendant is not
at all sure that he likes. -

Much ot the success chalked

up by thg.- Wildlife Park in
propagating  wild  waterfowl
Superintendent Pace attributes |
to backing from his bosses in
the province's Department of |
Lands ‘and Forests, Hon, E. D, [
Haliburton and Dr. G. W. 1|
Creighton, minister and deputy’
respectively.

Be this as it may, Eldon Pace
has a remarkable way with wild'
‘creatuyres of all kinds. A quick!
illustration of this might include !
smooches from the park's deer:
.down to bare-handed handling of |
Lotta, the OQtter, 35 pounds of |
amphibious fighting fury, w1th|
Jaws that ceuld snap oft a finger !

?n
 Whatever thq quality,
it takes to win the confi

and puttmg an |
{ ties: that‘ magkpo




R

enacadle e

.{,ﬂi 7% Photos by Bert Beaver ¢
X : Weekend Magazine

-TWO HUNTERS once drove up to Nova Scotia’s Wildlife Park
at Shubenacadie and asked Superintendent Eldon Pace to show
them a deer. Leavmg their- rifles in the car, they followed the
puzzled Pace to a clearing  where a young buck fearléssly returned
 their gaze.” :
~ “So that’s a deer,” one of ‘the men marvelled. “We had to know,”
said the other. Then they drove off, presumably better able to dis-
tinguish. between their quarry and the traditional target of rookie
- hunters, the domestic cow.
One hundred and elghty thousand visitors clicked through the
: turnsuleslast year to enjoy the 35-acre park, off the Trans-Canada
Hng}wa 4{0 miles. from Halifax. They saw, and photographed, all -
. species’ ﬁ wildlife aauve to;Nova Scotia, from moose and deer to
mmfé&nd rabblts together with some that are not native, including
astruttmg peacock S e
: The%ng _ammals — among them an 1mported canbou from New-
3 2 xoam contentedly through their woodland
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setting. The rest of the 1,500 birds and
beasts in the park, to which admission
is free, live in cages.

Unlike some of the animals — a
mischievous raccoon once filched a
$20 bill from an unsuspecting Ameri-
can_tourist’s pocket — most of the

. human visitors to. the ‘park behave

themselves. “But some tease the ani-
mals,” says park attendant Gerald
Dickie. “Adults are just as bad as the
children. We've had to warn some
and even put others out of the park.”
The idea for the wildlife haven
came from G. W. 1. Creighton, deputy
minister of lands and forests, whose
department operates it..“The park has
proven a valuable . aid: in - teaching
conservation to both children and
adults,” he says. “It has come a long
way since we set up a few pens at
Shubenacadie 15 years ago.”

Cyril Robinson

Weekend Magazine
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0 th& ‘heat,” they”

; awake but Teft: alorle: t‘hey will
owerful

sleepmntﬂ the,warm p
sun shmes on fhem 0.8

" The sleek deer ccmerto the \i

T to Tookd ‘at’ v151to?s and
-like the other’ ‘animals’ are fed
-a-special diet.:It. includes corn
meal, beet pulp; oatmeal and
“alfalfa - mixed: ‘with other in-
gredients and made especially
for the Park. There are nine

: ﬁq {ground. hogsyilf “you
: em out andr‘brought B

deer, one of which is partly |

albino. One 14-year -old  doe

_produces twins. each year and
- -the other does,i two or. three -

young. They rarely touch the

‘bark of the trees as with their

diet they have no need of it:

.+: As you near ‘the park en- |
. trance on the slope of the hill '~

are_a pair of mouflon sheep

. which "are natives of Corsica.

: V;Supermtendent Eldon - Pace
. saide hgg{, got
Blackstone Park, Mass.,”on a .
trade basis which*is the way-

them

he obtains many of the birds

* . and animals that has built up

A ar
“¢been” used. in’ the U.S.asia

: arq

the =y large ; variety. at
Shubenacadxe The ;Sheep are

bedutiful animals,® ands thé |

from 3

male has a horn which; as he

- grows; forms a masvae curl
idi. his:, néck. They‘ have

g e anImal ‘with some suc-
Mt, Pace said. They are
ne {Iy twa y,ears old now and
' péctmg .young in late
Mar_l’:fm'rhey will  possibly
have one .o two. - Their rock

house on the hill- keeps: their
#feet in shape “Although: this

r: isn’t “foo . friendly” Mr.
ace is.hopeful that the )oung

wowill-be tamei wdsii

gi;mtendents

er,. Lottle likes her master
d hkesxhxm to-take her out;
er hdmess She will even
give: ‘him ‘an_affectionate if
wxggley kiss. Nellie isn’t very

... tame and officials have to
““Handle her with care. The of--

ters stay in their cages all
inter. and foresters are hop-
ng to trap a male otter to put
' Wlth them this winter. -

: _ORK RECOGNIZED

Mr ~Pace - has won in-

member of the aviculture hall
of fame and in 1967 added to
the list of awards when he
won @ plaque from: the
‘American  Pheasant  and
‘Waterfowl- Society, = for
breedmg seven sub-species of
anada geese. He was .the

2. first man in the world  to
*_breed the ‘“‘Atlantic brant” in

captmty, along with ~ the

*.ringneck duck. He was also
“the first on the continent to
“raise woodland
~captivity. In total be has six

caribou in

international breeding awards
and~ a master breeder of
waterfowl plaque.

He has been in trouble with
airline officials on-mere than
one = occasion  while = flying
home from the Arctic with a
satchel * full - of : birds eggs,
some of which were hatching,

some rotting. Once he had to |

spray his bird box with col-

ogne before he could continue |°

his journey home.
Last year he went to Perry

River in the North West Ter- [

ritories, in ' search of the

“Iawrence Brant’” which was |

reported extinct. He got three
eggs to bring home and no
eggs in the world were ever

tended more carefully. Of the |
£I-am |

three, two hatched.
positive this bird is the
Lawrence Brant”,’ Mr. Pace

skins - ‘ the . American

Museum New York after. it
. reaches maturxty »’ He pointed
- the rare bird out to me amid .
“the bevy of birds at the Park
. 'as it ate on the shore not at all.
- conscious_of its fame. f

Lernatlonal recognition for his |
work at Shubenacadie. He isa

“said, “but to prove it, it would |
have to be compared with:

PRE Y )

; WILD VISITORS

Not only do the park birds

feed there but so do many
- wild birds who come in to get
" a free meal. You can detect

‘them by standmg by the fence

. and then going over it where
* the birds are eating. The wild

ones will fly as soon as the
~_human foot hits their side of
~ the fence while the others will
stay completely oblivious of
company. The ice is always
.- kept open for them.
_Another nasty httle ‘animal

[15 the  fisher, which came |
r:from Maine. There. are vel
. féw of them and_ their fame
for porcupine! coutrol*" :
_ their sharp teeth they blte a
“hole " in '/ the "~ porcupine’s
k stomach then rip it open. Mr.
Pace poked: the finger of his
glove through the cage and
the grizzley black ~fisher
snatched it quickly. “this is
" why we warn people not to put
“their fingers near these
- animals,” he said, “as think
what that would. do to a
child’s finger, and these are
d4ame compared to some.”
There are four fishers. The
two martins of the same
family run around and around
on a wheel, much to the
delight of the phxldren who
watch them.’
. There are 30 acres of ‘park
developed . at Shubenacadxe
accordmg to deputy lands and-
forests ~ minister. G.W.I.
Creighton,. but Nova Scotia
owns about 400 acres of land
running back to St. Andrew’s
River. + Creighton *. said.
there is no hunting allowed on°
{ any of the 400 acres, is @ piu-
tection to the valuable birds
i which- had. in. the, past been
: " shot as they* flew: ‘over -the
l park line. Mr.  Creighton said
| there are no plans “In the
immediate - future” for more
land fo be developed.




the park-is water. The supply

-\limited "and . the - ever-

present danger is that i one of

the 184,000 - persons . who
1

just locals ponds ‘They also

pump water in from this lake: .

. One of the obvrous needs at-

Attendants 3 often have to
truck _waler. down from a lake
"a mile away. as the ponds are '

** An ideal set up would be a

-pumping station at the lake,
_Mr. Pace said. He express2d
! his pleasure to see the park

"enlarged as ' the number  of

! animals grows
Another . reqmrement v

about a m11e of caribou fence i

“ which will probably go up this
. year for the. four - caribou
- which  were brought = from
_ Newfoundland  about . seven
years ago. One of the depart-
ment men went to New-
foundland and flew sack with
them when they were just

babies. They have raised their |

.young and traded nine with
- other parks. »
- The caribou breed at about

a year and a half old and |~

after the first calf they rarely

have a milk problem. A good |

example of their contentment
- at the park is that their young
are often oversized when born
and have to be helped into the
world. They are now decreas-
ing 'the mother’s diet in an ef-
. fort to control this. Mr. Pace
% says. the public doesn’t always

" understand why they are not

_rolling in fat, but pregnancy

‘presents more than one pro--

¢ blem and they must cut their
welght down. -
As we approached the pond
where the seals are they pop-
ped ..their shppery heads
} above a hole in the ice to see
[who ‘was ‘coming but before
+ the. ‘camera: was' ready they
dlsappeared - Curxos1ty got
4 of them and one
“would pop ifs head up, then
Fgo under: and_ the other one

e

would do the ‘same. As we'

sole diet, The fish" }vhich are
mainly herrmg are. bought
from flsher on the Eastem
Shore. " ,% b1 UTH
The Arcticﬁ ﬁ)iie;’ ‘ kit,:- ,red i
and’ cross_foxes ‘arg in, their
pens. and. . e'.‘ chardson

' | ground squxrréls have a large

pen from which they come out
each day.. Also penned is the
owl, “three = w dcats _two
badgers two " two
skunks, two cougars and two
- wolverines:” The" “cougars_are
fierce and demand care both
by the men who handle them
and by the general public. ©

There are $20,000 worth of.
cranes. there, some of which
require heat. The' pelicans
also require a heated building.
The five species of swans stay
in the water and it is kept
open with' an air hose. . There'
are 35 species of ducks and 29

roost high in the trees.”

species of geese, The peafowl |

Amerlcan newspaper ;w ere
one of the almost extmet

- the' hunter: was only fined ‘510

and costs ‘He saxd in Canada
w1th ;‘a convxctlon the
mmimum fine is also $10 and

it is concelvable a hunter
could wipe out the last known |
specie of any-:bird from, the
face of the earth and only pay
$10 and costs. -

He said the har]equm duck
has been virtually . wiped out
of. Nova Scotia and the bald
eagle is on the way. This, he
feels, is because of illegal
hunting. He says the penalty
. for illegal hunting of game

birds and animals should be

more- severe and brought in
- line with Stealing from an
. individual which usually

brings a heavy fine. He says!
{ that illegal hunting is stealing
' from future generations and

contends that unless we build

up our bird population we
. could all become “walking
* spray cans” from the amount
of insecticide consumed in the
body from its use to control
insects.

A great deal has been done
at = Shubenacadie since the
park began in 1954 with deer,
"racoon and a few small

animals. Each year brings
. more - knowledge, ‘more
animals and more enjoyment
to the general public of Nova

! Scotia and its visitors to the-
. Park.




