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New park resident

Shubenacadie Wildlife Park foreman Brian Whally cuddles a
baby red fox, one of five born at the park last month. The foxes
and a host of other animals, mammals and birds can be seen at
the park which opened for the season earlier this week.
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The Shubenacadie Wildlife Park.

~has had great success with its
- cougars over the past three years.

~The couple has produeed triplets
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_Telegram Assocmte Editor

The ﬁnest Newfoundland stag A have ever seen

hvmg or dead, was at Shubenacadle wildlife park
in central Nova Scotia, This magmﬁcent animal,
captured 'as a fawn in Central Newfoundland nine
years ago, grew into the sort of trophy' that
hunters dream about, but never see. For several
years his “points” ran into the 60s, and if he had
been taken by a hunter in the wild, he would have
provided a world record head.

The stag was called. “Joey” after Premier
Smallwood (who has a large portrait of the animal
in his archives.) The animal died last winter of a
heart, attack — perhaps from leading too soft a
life, gettmg too much to eat, and having three

does in constant-attendancé, instead of having to

chase them across the barrens and fight off all
comers to keep them. ‘ Y Ad

But theré are still Newfoundland carlbouultr

Shubenacadle, including a younger stag. that.is.

Joey’s suc(:essor — and a worthy one, too, even if
v not qmte so magmﬁcenb as, the founder of the

mothers, pe;,aps up 3

quite unlike the wildi
foundland, seemed-§
after them, but the |
has been high, afi

. pri} cal means by which
Shubenacadle park acqmres its animals — raising

xyoungkon nd frading with other parks or zoos
“that ‘have a surplus of some other” species. But

" some of the natlve animals, such as white-tailed
deer, . are 50> common -and breed in captivity so
fully, thgt they can he released into. the
nd that is exactly s what happens to many of
reafures born in Shubenacadie park.
released with some degree of safety,
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¥ The Shub‘enacadxe park owned by the Nova
Fsm Department of Lands and Forests, is the
Ehfeﬁtne project “of naturalist Eldon R. Pace. He

bnoel)ved the idea and talked the government into"
backmg’ it, The park’started back m, 1954, as a

aﬂly{ept ‘in captivity,”

under development, )

3 'For;Sl’i adie park is. not, a:"zoo.v"some"

' animals (the predators, for ‘instance) are kept in

cages, but' many ‘species, live in colonies, and the
azmganimals such as deer, caribou and moose,

" are kept in huge enclosures that include sections
. of field and forest, pond and marsh essentially
' wild habitat. *

Mr. Pace has an, mternatuonal reputatm as an
animal breeder, and has received six awards for
his work — especially for breeding rare species.
He was the first man in North America to breed
and raise woodland caribou in captivity, and the
first in the world to breed ring-nécked ducks and.

. Atlantic brant.

Rare ﬁteﬂowl are especxally difficult to breed

in caphvxty, Mr. Pace said, since they will only

nest in places that look to them like their natural
habitat. One must be on the edge of a bog among
alders, another requires running water nearby,

" still another insists on boulders and dwarf willows

— and so on.

In order to reproduce these special nesting con-
ditions, Mr. Pace studies his waterfowl .in the
wild. In the past two years he has made two trips
to the Northwest Territories, and is now working
on a second subspecies' of brant, among other
things.

In addmon to the hundreds of birds bred and
raised in the’ park, numerous wild birds come to
share. the park’s bounty,. for, all, the birds and

“animals are offered ‘food. supplements, especially
_in winter. Some of the larger ammals hibernate,

and so require no winter feeding, but all the mem-
bers of the deer family need special winter forage.

This is supplied by a mixture of grains, meals and
beet pulp.The. predators, of course, have to be fed
some meat as well as as cereal supplements

szltors sometmes complam that the ammals

" look miserable and half-starved. As a rule, this is

because they are moulting their. coats, as most
animals do in early summer. The real problems
occur because of over-feeding. This happened with:
the caribou, and caused birth-problems. The fawns
grew so large before birth that their ‘mothers had

delivery problems and often required assistance.




ociate-Editor Harold Horwood |s “dition to the separate artlcles
oncentrating on the less obvious the , mainland - provinces, he: will
ttractions of our nation — “the continue to write his weekly column
hings most tourists miss,” such as on the road, and at the end of the
his peacock, one of several species trip, will write one or more artlcles
f birds and animals that roam at on tourmg Canada by car. ‘

class attractlons that you can en]oy absolute:

- free.

It’s about the only place in Nova Scotia whe:
you can go with your yafe: and all the kids ar
everybody can have ‘a wonderful- time, and yo
can’t spend a cent even if you try. Its attractio:
don’t pall, either. I've been there three tlmes,
~expect to go again. %

How do you get to Shubenacadxe" Fortunate
it doesn’t take much finding, It.is on the ro
from Halifax to Truro, about halfway between t
two. The signs aren’t very. conspicuous, but y
aren’t likely to miss them if you know :
proximately where to look, During my thre 2 vis
to the park, I saw one other car £rom Ne
foundland.

Not all. the park’s’ vxsxtors are toun<
naturallsts or parents with? children." Poach

5 show up from time to time, aswelL Most of th

. are disappointed hunters frying to steal pheasz
;. or deer, either from the park itself, or from

ad]oming game sanctuary” Some. of them, 3
ceedmg on their first attempt return a second
a_third time, .. : and eventually' get bag
themselves. ’_; ¥ 14 ,.

But not every gun-totmg stxtor s . a poac‘:
One.man, at the opening of the, deer se on, sk
ed up in brand new:hunting togs straight ou
True -Magazine, .c ng an' expensxve carb
and demanded fo KnoWw Shere the deer were k

' The park- keeper cou! only. stammer‘ “V
. » what do’you, want o konw for2y ¢ ¢
L want__t\ ’emt 2of urse.’

This Newfoundland cambou year]mg was
_raised at Shubenacadie from ancestors
captured near Mount: Peyton in. oentral
Newfmxndﬂand in 1959 X 2
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~Wild caribou, less well fed especxally
never seem to have such troubles

gbt-«t,here,” the P
gfdeg“clqgure‘ a few

¢ Nova Scotia, ahga}tfﬁéﬁ:ahb 200
“year . (over. 7 oooaspmé‘ ays)” Jt' s not deeTy
i known to CanadianS‘ enel’al, and few tourists
have ever heard of it | lge(o;e entermg the province
It deserves to be better, known not only for its o
& vious merits, and the C i

S.but also because it
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